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What is your role?
SENIOR BID COORDINATOR

What skills are important in your role?
Written, communication and organisational skills are key.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A levels in English Literature/Language, History and 
Psychology. AS Levels in Media and Classics.

Did you do work experience at school or 
at college? 
I spent a week at my primary school as a teaching assistant.

How did you find out about your role? 

Having finished university I went into media sales, 
which I did not enjoy, despite earning money for the 
first time! 

I realised how important it is to find something that 
you enjoy doing. 

I did some research and found an Assistant Bid 
Coordinator role which involved coordinating 
technical proposals to win multi–million–pound 
contracts. This really appealed to me and I was 
lucky enough to be given the job as my written and 
communication skills, alongside my sales experience, 
translated to the role really well.

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
The projects I work on change every few months. Every project 
is different, so while my responsibilities are consistent, there are 
always new challenges and things to learn about.

Every 
project is 
different
.
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT PROJECT SURVEYOR

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A levels in Maths, Further Maths, History & Politics. 
BSc Hons in Management Science (Maths & Business) 
MSc in Construction Cost Management.

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if 
so, what was it and why was it useful? 
Receptionist at Leisure Centre. I was a little shy and this 
helped me to improve my communication skills and 
gain confidence, particularly with multitasking skills, 
understanding different computer systems and dealing 
with all kinds of customers! 

What did you do after college/school 
course finished?  

I went to University, then after that I had a 
temporary admin job and then did a bit of travelling.

After that, I joined a construction company’s 
graduate course (which put me through my MSc) 
which translated to the role really well.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I really like seeing a building evolve from something on 
paper to something useful that people use every day.

It’s really rewarding to be able to see something so visual 
being built because of your job. 

“ “It’s really 
rewarding

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT DIGITAL ENGINEER

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A–Levels in Sociology & Business Studies, NVQ Level 
2 in Catering & Hospitality and then NVQ Level 3 in 
Business Administration.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished? 
During sixth form I had a part time job in McDonalds, but 
then I opted to not go to university, so I worked there full 
time once my A–Levels were finished. I did this until I got 
a full–time job in a customer services department for a 
book distribution company.

What advice would you give 
someone in year 10 thinking about 
opportunities in construction?  

Definitely do some research about the wide 
variety of job roles available, there are so many 
opportunities. 

Go for it, you won’t regret it! It may seem daunting 
especially if you do not have any knowledge on this 
industry, as long as you are willing to learn you will 
really enjoy it.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
The people. Some days I don’t feel like I am ‘coming to work’ as the 
people who I am with make it really enjoyable. I also enjoy learning 
new things each day.

“
“

I enjoy 
learning 
new 
things

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT BUILDING MANAGER

What skills are important in your role?
Written, communication and organisational skills are key.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
Studied NVQ Level 3 Carpentry.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished?
I worked as an apprentice carpenter.

How did you find out about the 
Willmott Dixon Management Trainee 
Scheme/Apprenticeship Programme?  

I found out through the company website.

What advice would you give 
someone in year 10 thinking about 
opportunities in construction?

Don’t rush into deciding what to do, look at the 
varied career paths you could take and consider         
a practical trade!

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy that every day is different and that you can be a part of a team 
working on a project that will benefit others, as well as seeing a flat 
piece of land change into a building over the space of a few months.

“ “You can 
be a part 
of a team

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE IN BUILDING 
SERVICES ENGINEERING

What skills are important in your role?
Organisation, mathematics, logical thinking, 
communication.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
After my GCSE’s I left school and went to college 
where I studied and achieved my City & Guilds 2330 
Electrotechnical certificate and City & Guilds 2391 
Inspection and Testing Certificate. 

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if 
so, what was it and why was it useful?

I got a job after leaving school, which was useful to 
improve confidence, communication, organisation 
and management. These skills helped me throughout 
college and when starting full time work.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished?  

After college, I got a full–time job as an electrician 
where I worked across London, this led into an 
electrical engineering role.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy the variety of projects and teams each with their 
own challenges and designs. I like being part of the creation 
of a building from a concept to a complete design then to a 
completed construction.

“ “I like being 
part of the 
creation

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ACCOUNT MANAGER, NEW BUSINESS TEAM

What skills are important in your role?
Organisation, good communication and creativity.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A levels in English, Law and Psychology, Business 
Management Higher National Diploma.

What did you do after college/school course 
finished? 
I worked at a Café/Bistro full time as an Assistant Manager. 

What advice would you give someone 
in year 10 thinking about opportunities 
in construction? 

Explore every opportunity. Construction isn’t 
just about building, it’s about design, maths, 
communication skills, problem solving and more. 

There is a job in construction for everyone.  
Don’t overlook it. 

I never considered construction as a career path and 
I would never leave it now!

“ “I love 
solving 
problems

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
My job involves finding and winning new projects for Willmott 
Dixon to build. This means I am speaking to new people all the time, 
learning about new methods of construction, design, procurement 
solutions every day. I love solving problems for our Customers and 
working with so many different types of people on a daily basis. 

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT PLANNING ENGINEER

What skills are important in your role?
Methodical approach, organised, enjoy problem solving 
and strong communication skills.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A levels in History, Business and Sociology.

Did you do work experience at school 
or at college if so, what industry was 
this in?

I did one week at a Primary School and work 
experience with Willmott Dixon both on site and in 
the office. This is where I found out about Planning 
as a job role and decided it was a career I could see 
myself doing. 

What advice would you give 
someone in year 10 thinking about 
opportunities in construction? 

Do work experience and don’t be closed minded! 
There are a huge amount of job roles within the 
industry which you wouldn’t of even heard of and 
I strongly believe there is a job within construction 
which could suit everyone.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
Every day is different, and I get to work on a variety of different 
types of projects. What you are working on as a team has a physical 
presence and your work makes a difference to people’s everyday lives.

“ “Your work 
makes a 
difference

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE IN SUPPLY CHAIN

What skills are important in your role?
Negotiator, organisation, problem solving, 
communication. 

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A Levels in Business Studies, History and Geography.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished? 

I worked full time for a year after Sixth Form as I was 
undecided at the time of what I wanted to do. This 
gave me the opportunity to explore different options 
where I then decided to go to University and study 
Business Management. 

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction?

I would advise everyone to undertake work 
experience in construction! I never thought of 
construction as a career to pursue, and if I experienced 
the business at an earlier age, I would likely have applied 
to the Management Trainee programme sooner.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy the variety that the industry brings with every day being 
different to the last, especially in supply chain! The industry is 
rapidly changing with new technology being introduced each year 
which provides you with the opportunity to implement change.

“ “I enjoy 
the 
variety 

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction

www.willmottdixon.co.uk/careers



What is your role?
BUILDING MANAGER

What skills are important in your role?
Enjoy problem solving, calm under pressure, ability to 
time manage and meet deadlines, communicate well 
with others.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
Completed an apprenticeship in plumbing and heating 
and worked in that industry for 7–8 years. 

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if 
so what was it and why was it useful? 

I had a number of part–time jobs. Mainly I worked 
with my dad who is a plumber which gave me an 
introduction to the industry and ultimately led on to 
me entering the construction industry.

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction?

Have an open mind about the industry, be prepared to 
make mistakes and learn from them. Be humble and 
accept you do not need to know everything or be an 
expert, the people around you will help you learn, and 
perhaps be able to learn something from you.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
Always being able to learn new skills and construction techniques, 
being in an environment where everyone can learn from each other no 
matter of age or experience and delivering excellent quality buildings.

“ “Being able 
to learn 
new skills

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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“ “The 
sense    
of pride

What is your role?
ASSISTANT BUILDING MANAGER

What did you do after GCSE’s?
Went to college to study a Level 3 BTEC diploma in 
construction which lasted two years.

After a few months I secured work as a labourer for 
Grangewood. 

Did you do work experience at school or at 
college, if so, what industry was this in?
I did two weeks work experience at Lakehouse Contractors 
where I went through different areas of their business. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
The sense of pride of completing a job & the general day to day 
activities you may have to carry out on site – the days just seem to 
go a lot quicker! 

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction?

It’s something worth looking into and there are 
so many roles within construction. 

The good thing is, if you’re unsure about what you 
want to do, you could trial different roles throughout 
the business to pick what is suited to you. 

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT BUILDING MANAGER

What skills are important in your role?
Planning, organising, thinking outside of the box, 
communication and attention to detail.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
I went straight into work at 16, but later undertook 
Construction Management Level 3 followed by an 
Higher National Certificate and a BSc degree.

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if 
so what was it and why was it useful? 

I had a full–time job at the age of 16 in a small to 
medium sized groundworks firm – looking back this 
definitely helped me grow in confidence and improve 
my communication skills. I stuck with this firm until I 
was 25 so a total of 9 years.

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction? 

Don’t be blinded by stereotypes, there are so many 
different roles and opportunities in construction, 
most of which don’t consist of being on a cold, wet 
building site. Some of the jobs which you may find in 5 
years’ time may not even exist today!

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy the hard work, challenges, variety of people and the reward 
of seeing the efforts which you have put in come together in the 
form of a finished building. 

“ “I enjoy 
the hard 
work

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT PROJECT SURVEYOR

What skills are important in your role? 
Good time management, organisation, communication.

What did you do after GCSE’s?
AS Levels in Business, Geography. A Levels in English 
Language, Sociology & Law.

Did you do work experience at school or at 
college if so what industry was this in?
I did work experience in an infant school – wasn’t for me.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished? 

I went to York St John University to study BSc in 
Business Management. I also continued to work a few 
part time jobs simultaneously. 

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction? 

Jump in feet first and give it your all. You get out of 
what you put in. If you work hard, the rewards are 
there to be had. There is something for everyone.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
There is always something new to learn, no matter how long you’ve 
been in the industry. I get to go out on site and see future schools, 
hospitals and homes being built that will benefit future generations.

“
“

Always 
something 
new to 
learn

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
ASSISTANT BID COORDINATOR

What skills are important in your role?
Organisation, communication with all members of the 
team, collaboration activities internally and externally. 

What did you do after GCSE’s?
A Levels, Foundation degree at a College, University to 
study Textile Design, and have recently finished my Masters 
in Construction Management. 

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if 
so what was it and why was it useful? 

I work as a receptionist at a leisure centre. It helped 
with developing my people skills and customer service 
skills. I think it definitely helped with my confidence 
and communication skills which I still use every day.

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction?

Work experience is key! It doesn’t need to be the job 
you want to do, but just understanding what work is 
about. Half of it is getting used to the routine! Most 
companies generally have websites, blogs, articles and 
social media accounts where you can learn a bit more 
about what they do.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
Every day is different, every job is different, and you get to work 
with all sorts of people from different walks of life internally 
and externally. 

“
“

You work 
with all 
sorts of 
people

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What advice would I give to students 
thinking about opportunities in 
Construction? 

There are many roles and jobs available that many 
people are unaware of or disregard due to prejudice 
views of the industry. 

Keep an open mind and try as many opportunities 
and occupations as possible through work experience. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy having the opportunity to constantly work on new projects, 
with new teams of people while facing different and unique 
challenges daily. 

“ “Unique 
challenges 
daily

What is your role?
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE IN  
QUANTITY SURVEYING

What did you do after GCSE’s?
I studied A–Levels in Economics, Business and 
Geography.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished? 

After finishing my A–levels, I spent a year playing rugby 
for Northampton Saints and then moved to Italy to play 
for a further 3 months. I then joined Willmott Dixon 
shortly after returning from Italy, where I am now working 
while studying for a degree at Westminster university.

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What did you do after college/school 
course finished?  

I studied Information Technology Management for 
Business at the University of Sheffield.

What advice would you give someone in 
year 10 thinking about opportunities in 
construction?

I would recommend getting as much work experience 
as possible in any of the fields that could interest you. 
There is a lot more to construction than just what 
happens on site.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I like that every day is different and that there is never a quiet 
day on site. I also like that within my role I am not sat at my desk 
indoors all day as there is work to be done out on site too. 

“ “Never a 
quiet day 
on site

What is your role?
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE IN  
QUANTITY SURVEYING

What did you do after GCSE’s?
An AS Level in Economics and A Levels in Maths, Physics 
and Computing.

Did you have a part–time job at 15/16, if so 
what was it and why was it useful? 
I worked as a Holiday Club helper for my school, 
which helped me to improve my skills in effectively 
communicating with other people.

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction
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What is your role?
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE 

What did you do after GCSE’s?

A-Levels – Maths, Physics, Economics.

What did you do after college/school 
course finished? 

After finishing A levels, I went on to study Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Liverpool and dropped out 4 weeks into my second 
year. I didn’t enjoy it enough and I didn’t like studying 
full time. I then returned home and started working 
for my dad, before joining Willmott Dixon.

I am now studying Quantity Surveying and 
Commercial Management at University to become 
a qualified Quantity Surveyor.

What advice would you give 
someone in year 10 thinking about 
opportunities in construction? 

Don’t focus on what pays best, as a lot of the 
careers in construction are very well paid and pick 
something that suits you and that you enjoy, 
whether that be physical work as an operative or in 
the office. 

LET’S GET SOCIAL GET IN TOUCH!
#loveconstruction

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT WORKING 
IN CONSTRUCTION?
I enjoy the fact you’ll never be stuck with one job for the rest of 
your life as you will inevitably work on multiple projects which are 
all different and require something of you that changes for every 
project depending on the team you work with. 

“
“

You’ll 
never be 
stuck with 
one job
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