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Making the most of HOP – An introduction for teachers 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
What is HOP?

HOP is the ‘Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal', a one-stop shop for young people to access advice and guidance on career path options, employment opportunities, apprenticeships, and work experience opportunities in Hertfordshire. 

A variety of free lesson guides and resources that can be used with ‘Hopinto’ are available via the Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) website, download the plans here (add link). Schools, colleges and any other providers who support young people can access these resources, and the lesson guides provide opportunities for young people to discover the range of local sectors with opportunities and more information about careers! 

How can HOP help teachers in secondary schools?

School and education providers in Hertfordshire are required to fulfil their statutory duty to deliver high quality and impartial careers education, information, advice and guidance. With teachers and careers advisers involved in supporting students to make informed decisions on their post-16 and post-18 career pathways, HOP is the go-to portal for students in Hertfordshire. 

We have devised some lesson guides to help teachers meet the identified 8 Gatsby benchmarks that are the core dimensions of good careers and enterprise provision in schools. They have been designed to be delivered by teachers that do not have careers guidance experience, and can be used in careers and pastoral lessons, or by the student/teacher as an ongoing planning exercise focusing on career development. 

Why should teachers in Hertfordshire secondary schools use HOP?

The resources pack provides young people access to the information they need to make informed decisions on qualification choices and career path options, including guidance about accessing Further Education and Higher Education, work experience and job opportunities, and much more! 

In order for students to research their career options fully, they need to have an understanding of what a local labour market is, why it useful to access information relating to the local labour market and where they can access such information. Powered by the Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, the portal aims to inform young people of the choices and options available to them. The difference with HOP is that it is local - it tells you about what is going on in Hertfordshire with regard to careers, work experience, jobs and apprenticeships and how students and schools can connect with employers in the local area. HOP is here to help students navigate their way through to the world of work!




Activity 5 - Further education and higher education options 

This lesson guide is designed to encourage students to carefully explore post-16 options, and to consider all the different routes into a career path. It is always difficult to make decisions about which GCSESs to choose and which courses to take after GCSEs, and there are often no right or wrong answers! The activities aim to help young people understand what each option entails, consider the similarities and differences between them, and think about what type of person each route may suit. The lesson is both helpful to those that have a particular career in mind, and those that still don’t know what career they would like to pursue.

All young people must be in some form of education or recognised training until they are 18.  Whether students are aiming for a specific career, aspiring to go to a leading university, or want to go straight into work, the first steps are to discover what the best option for their future career may be. If students do have a career in mind, it is useful for them to carry out research into what qualifications will be needed and a career plan that can help get them there.

Some students may enjoy school and may want to continue in the sixth form, progressing onto a degree course at university or perhaps applying for a higher or degree apprenticeship. Although staying on at school after the completion of GCSEs is an option, students may want to experience a different learning environment. Researching qualifications and other training opportunities at a FE college or independent training provider may be a better route for those wanting a more hands-on way of learning. For students wanting to leave school for work, applying for an apprenticeship programme is a good way to earn money and learn at the same time. A number of students may even discover a spark of inspiration and consider how their own interests and hobbies can turn into self-employment and being their own boss.

Years 9, 10 and 11 are an ideal time for students to explore what subjects and qualifications employers in an industry are looking for, and to discover what pathways are open to them. Some careers may require specific qualifications (e.g. A Levels) and degree courses, and an awareness of entry requirements will ensure young people are aware of the grades they will need to for their chosen career path.



	Prior learning – This can be used as a stand-alone lesson guide, or to follow on from Lesson 3 - Hopinto the right career for you! 

	Lesson aim
	Students will learn about the range of learning and qualification pathways open to them

	Lesson outcomes
	Students will learn:
· about the range of pathways open to them
· what makes each pathway different, and why they may prefer one over the other
· where each pathway may lead to in terms of a career

	Brief for students
	Teacher activity and notes

	Starter activity
10 minutes
	Activity 1 – Post-16 pathways
Do you already have an idea of your post-16 route? Write down your thoughts.

Student action plan – to include passion and hobbies, interests, subjects I’m interested in, what motivates me, my career goals, education goals, skills and experience I will need, qualifications I will need, work experience, I can do, who can I talk to, who can help me, where else can I get advice?




	Activity 1 – Post-16 pathways
Teacher input may include the following: 
Where do I start if I don’t know what job I want to do in the future? 
· What do you enjoy at school? What subjects do you like, and are good at? Where do you want to be in the future? What subjects will help you with Sixth Form, or at College, or to gain an apprenticeship
· Sometimes, studying a range of different subjects (at Level 3) can be a good way for you to decide what sort of career you’d like when you leave school.
· Remember to think about what is the best thing for you, this is about your future! Think about you studies and not your social life. Don’t choose subjects because your friends are studying them, or choose where to study because your friends are going there.
· Ask lots of questions, and try to get work experience or some work shadowing.

I have some career ideas but am not sure of the best route into the career? 
· If you have a particular career in mind, you should do some research into what subjects employers in that industry look for. You will be able to research the subjects you could study in Years 12 and 13, and when making your decision it is important to think about:

Focus on student’s need to assess and appraise potential future career against skills, abilities and academic results.



	Main activity
25 minutes
	Activity 2 - Preparing for my career

Research a sector area to see the opportunities that are available
(e.g. Engineering)

Write a plan covering the possible routes into Engineering
· Degree course
· Degree apprenticeship
· Apprenticeship programme
· A job

Identify a course you could apply to, and note down some key facts and next steps to help you (e.g. when their next open day takes place)






	Activity 2 - Preparing for my career 

The provider page showcases further and higher education options - discover what each provider has to offer.
Provider showcase (hopinto.co.uk)
All (hopinto.co.uk)

Research a sector area to see the opportunities that are available (e.g. Engineering)
· Make a list of all the possible routes into Engineering
· Degree course, degree apprenticeship, or apprenticeship vacancies
· Identify a course you could apply for note down some key facts and next steps (e.g. when their next open day takes place)

Teacher input may include the following: 
· Are there different options available to students? e.g. there may be more than one route into some jobs
· If you’re considering staying on at school to study A-levels, then you should also think about what subjects you’ll want to study, as some schools require you to have taken a subject at GCSE level if you want to study it later at A-level.
· All school sixth forms, FE Colleges and independent training providers have entry requirements, so if you have got your heart set on following a certain pathway, you should know what grades you’ll need to get in.
· Are students aware of the differences between traditional degree and degree apprenticeships and what they involve?
· Apprenticeships and university degrees both offer a wide range of opportunities to students leaving school. Have students considered the pros and cons of each pathway, to determine the best route for them?
· What skills will your subjects teach you, which you could use in the future?
· Consider LMI*

*current and forthcoming labour market information is key when supporting students to make informed choices as to what options they select at Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5. These decisions have profound implications for their future employment prospects, earnings and job satisfaction. 




	Summary activity
10 minutes
	Revisit aims for the session and ask the students to highlight what they have learned.
Teacher to invite input from students, and sum up findings from Activity 2.

Teacher-led discussion - At the start of the lesson, did students have an idea about where they wanted to do/where to go? Is it still the same? What new information has been helpful?

	Adapting the lesson to your needs/ next steps
	This lesson is useful to deliver around the time your school holds its KS4 and KS5 option evening. This lesson guide is designed for year 10 and 11 students, but it can be adapted to year 12 and 13 students to help students decide between going to university, applying for apprenticeship or degree apprenticeship, or applying for a job. 

For students who have decided to go to university, this session provides the opportunity to conduct further research into degree subjects that might suit them. Degree subject guides contain information on typical contact hours, amounts of independent study for different subjects, and typical teaching methods. These details are also available for specific courses on universities’ own websites.
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